Introduction: Oral cancer is the most prevalent malignancy amongst males in Sri Lanka. The tongue is one of the most frequent sites for cancer, representing 26% of all oral cancers and 0.7% of all carcinomas. Surgical removal of the soft palate and the tongue are devastating conditions from a psychosocial standpoint.
Case Description:
A 52-year-old male presented with the complaint of food packing and ill-fitting obturator. He was diagnosed with Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) of the tongue, extending towards the soft palate and tonsillar fossa and underwent radical neck dissection and left side partial glossectomy 2 years ago. The SCC had recurred a year later and was treated with wide local excision of the hard palate and the left side of soft palate. The patient was partially edentulous with reduced Occlusal Vertical Dimension (OVD). This patient was treated with pharyngeal obturator and a telescopic overdenture for the lower arch using neutral zone technique.
Discussion: Properly constructed pharyngeal obturator is needed to get the proper resonance without nasal regurgitation. Telescopic overdenture with neutral zone technique improved the retention and stability of the denture. Increased OVD improved the appearance and masticatory efficiency.
Conclusion:
Proper planning and diligent execution is important to provide a comfortable and functional prosthesis, which significantly enhance patient's quality of life. DOI: 10.4103/0972-4052.244665
